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Sergeant John Harold Chattaway Smith 
 
     Sgt. John Harold Chattaway SMITH, son of Alfred SMITH and Harriet Ann 

ARCHAMBAULT, was born on 7 Jan 1895 in Westmeath Township. He was the 9th of eleven 

children, six sisters and four brothers.  His mother was born in Westmeath Twp., as well and his 

father was born in England.  His paternal grandmother’s maiden name 

was Chattaway.1  

     Harold studied at Queen’s University in the class of Sc.’172 however 

he enlisted as corporal into the 46th (Queen’s) Battery, Canadian 

Expeditionary Force on Dec 7, 1915 at Kingston, Ontario.3 He was 20 

years old and listed his occupation as student.  On his Attestation Papers, 

he was described as 5’ 41/2” with fair complexion, grey eyes, and light 

brown hair.4 

     Later promoted to sergeant, Harold 

Smith served with the 9th Brigade, 

Canadian Field Artillery and was killed 

in action on 26 Oct 1917 in 

Passchendaele, Belgium.  It was in   

Image 1: Sgt. Smith3      October that the Canadian commander, 

Lieut. Gen. Arthur Currie was ordered to take his four 

divisions to fight around Passchendaele which was just 

northeast of Ypres.  The attack opened on Oct 26th and the 

conditions were horrible.  With continuous rain and shellfire, 

troops had to fight their way through mud – waist-high in 

places.  That first day, Sgt. Harold Smith was killed.  More that 

15,600 Canadians died during the battle at Passchendaele.5 

     Sgt. John Harold Chattaway Smith was buried in the 

Vlamertinghe New Military Cemetery at Ypres, 

Arrondissement Ieper, West Flanders, Belgium.6,7 

     Sgt. John Harold Chattaway 

Smith’s name is listed on the 

Beachburg Memorial11 and 

Westmeath Memorial12 ‘In 

Memory of Those Who Made the 

Supreme Sacrifice’ in WWI.  His 

name is also commemorated on 

the Queen’s University WWI 

Casualties list2 as well as on his 

parents’ gravestone in Westmeath 

United Cemetery8.      Image 3:  Gravestone6 

     

 

 

 

 
Image 2: Newspaper article2      
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